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Title: Salvation Apart from Personal Merit (DD-5)

Purpose: To motivate the hearers to hold fast to the orthodox distinctive of salvation apart from personal merit.

Introduction

In our study of biblical doctrines, we are presently considering the essential Christian teaching. We have already considered 4 of them 1) the principle of authority 2) the Trinity 3) God’s word of creation and providence 4) the person and work of Christ 5.  Now we move to consider the 5th essential Christian distinctive – Salvation apart from personal merit.

SECTION 5: SALVATION APART FROM PERSONAL MERIT (JUSTIFICATION BY   FATIH)

· In dealing with this subject, I wish to say 4 things: 1) the Explication of the Doctrine 2) The Biblical Proof of the Doctrine 3) The Main Objection Against this Doctrine 4) The Proof of the Essentially of the Doctrine 5) Concluding Thoughts from the Study

I. THE EXPLICATION OF THE DOCTRINE

A. The Bible makes it abundantly clear that salvation or eternal life is something we can never merit through our obedience to God’s law or any law for that matter. Eternal life is something that is freely given to us on the basis of Christ’s merits alone, received through faith alone. 

B. Only the perfect righteousness of Christ alone, receive through faith alone, will secure for us the right to eternal life or a title to heaven.

II. THE BIBLICAL PROOF OF THE DOCTRINE

A. Romans 3:19-20 (READ).
1. No human being can ever be declared righteous in God’s sight through obedience to God’s law. But instead the Law exposes our sinfulness. It shows us how sinful we really are. It tends only to shut our self-righteous mouths and show us that we really are hell-deserving sinners.

2. And this should not surprise us because the law demands not just external obedience but even inward or heart obedience. Mt 5:21-22; 5:27-28 (READ).

3. Therefore, the law, when rightly understood, can only condemn us. It can only expose us for what we really are. And it can never be the way through which we can be declared righteous in God’s sight.

B. Romans 3:27-28 (READ)

1. Here Paul has been expounding God’s method of justifying sinners. And the apostolic position is that a man is justified through faith in Christ alone, apart from his obedience to the law. Our obedience to God’s law, although necessary, can have nothing to do with our justification. Only faith in Christ exclusive can ever be the basis of our justification, only that can give us a title to heaven. Our obedience to the law can have nothing to do it with.

2. Thus, human boasting is completely excluded. Since it is the very nature of faith to look away from oneself in order to trust in Christ alone for salvation.

3. This passage seemingly contradicted by the Epistle of James and will look at that in a moment. But we must let this text speak for itself now for this is inspired by the Holy Spirit. 

C. Romans 4:1-5 (READ -“who does not work” that is, so as to merit acceptance with God)
1. The basis why God accepted Abraham and called Abraham His friend had nothing to do with Abraham’s works, but solely because of Abraham’s faith. And in that sense, Abraham was justified not by works but solely by faith in God’s promised that through his seed all the nations of the earth will be blessed. 

2. If God were to judge Abraham on the basis of his works or performance, there would have been enough sin mingled even in Abraham best work enough to damn him in hell forever. And that’s why even Abraham could have nothing to boast about. He was justified solely on the basis of his faith in the promised Messiah.

3. And what is true of Abraham is true also of all of us.

D. Romans 6:22-23 (READ)

1. Although eternal life is an outcome of a life of holiness, and yet it is a free gift from God through Jesus Christ our Lord. It is not something that we can earn or merit by our holiness of life. It is a free gift in Jesus Christ our Lord.

2. And it is not interesting that Paul did not only say that eternal life is a gift. Less we think that this gift is somehow merited by our efforts, we adds the adjective “free” to emphasize that this gift is entirely gratuitous. 

E. Galatians 2:15-16 (READ)

1. This is Paul rebuking the erring Peter. And he reminds Peter that there are only two ways a person may seek to be declared righteous in God’s sight and thus find acceptance with God. And it is either by obedience to God’s law or through faith in Jesus Christ – those are the only two options.

2. But for a person to seek to be justified by obedience to God’s law is foolish because nobody can ever be justified by obedience to it. And that’s why even the apostles believed in Christ that they might be justified and be accepted by God.

F. “But that is just the gospel of Paul but not of Jesus?” NO!!! Luke 18:9-14 (READ)

1. Jesus here is not encouraging that we live ungodly and wicked lives just like the publican. But His purpose in this parable is to strip His hearers naked of their self-righteous and boastful attitude, thinking that their lives can earn them God’s favor and acceptance.

2. Although the Pharisee may not have been as bad as the Publican, and yet all are in still in desperate need of God’s promised sacrifice foreshadowed in the temple sacrifices – the sacrifice of Christ on Calvary.

3. Thus the Pharisee, who did not see his desperate need for Christ, was the one who not was justified and accepted by God – but the Publican did.

G. The “Robber on the Cross” is on graphic incident that proves salvation apart from personal merit (Lk 23:39f).

1. The man was a criminal. And as clear from Mt 27:44, at first he joined the other criminal in hurling abusive words towards Jesus. 

2. But then strangely, he stopped doing that and began to realize the wrong he has done. And seeing Jesus, for who He really is, the long promised King and Messiah, he trusted and pleaded with Him to save him from eternal damnation.

3. And what did the Lord say to him? “Today, you will be with me in paradise.” 

4. Now this is one graphic incident that shows salvation apart from personal merit. We are saved purely on the merits of Christ alone, receive through faith alone.

III. THE MAIN OBJECTIONS RAISED AGAINST THE DOCTRINE

A. The teaching of the Epistle of James

1. Rom 3:28 “For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from the works of the Law.” However, James seems to directly contradict this assertion in James 2:24 (READ)

2. At the surface it would seem that Paul and James are like two soldiers fighting against one another. But upon closer examination, it becomes evident that Paul and James are like two soldiers of the same camp fighting two different enemies.

a. What error is Paul fighting against in his Epistle to the Romans? He is fighting against the erroneous teaching that our works or our obedience is the ground of our justification and acceptance with God. He is fighting against the teaching that our works can merit us eternal life or a title to heaven.

b. But what about James? What error is he fighting against? He is fighting against the erroneous teaching that true saving faith can exist without its necessary fruit – works or obedience.

· Note: James 2:14,18,19 (READ). Apparently, there were people who were saying that you could have a real and saving faith without that faith resulting in works of obedience. But James is saying no. That is impossible. For even demons have that kind of faith. But true saving faith works.

· Thus when James talks about being justified by works and not by faith alone, he is talking about a different kind of justification. He is talking about a justification that comes after one has found acceptance with God – a justification that shows that a person’s faith is indeed a living and saving kind of faith – not a dead kind faith that never produces obedience.

· And this is made evident by the example of Abraham. James 2:21-23 (READ) When was Abraham’s faith reckoned to him as righteousness? And when was he called a friend of God? Even years before Isaac was born!!! God promised to give Abraham a son. And Abraham, in spite of the fact that he was already old and that Sarah was past the age of child bearing, still believed in God. And that was reckoned to him as righteousness. And even then, he was already a friend of God, even before Isaac was born.

· But when was Abraham justified by works? Only many years later when Abraham, in obedience to God, offered Isaac. It was then that Abraham was justified by works. So in what sense was Abraham justified by works? In the sense his obedience to God manifested the genuineness of his faith – that his faith was indeed a real and saving kind of faith.

c. Therefore, never think of Paul and James as two soldiers fighting one another. They are like two soldiers of the same camp fighting two different enemies. And there is really no contradiction between them. In fact, they complement each other.

B. The Teaching of  Judgment on the Basis of Works

1. “Does not the Bible teach that not only unbelievers but also believers will be judge according to their works?”

2. Well yes. There are many Scriptures that teach this.

a. But on the Day of Judgment, our works will still serve as the index of our faith, and not as to the basis of meriting heaven.

b. Moreover, our works will serve as the basis of rewards in heaven, and not the basis of meriting heaven itself.

3. Now this two-fold function of our works on the Day of Judgment. And it does not at all undermine the clear biblical teaching of salvation apart from personal merit.

IV. THE ESSENTIALLY OF THE DOCTRINE

A. Romans 1:15-17 (READ)

1. Only through the gospel will sinners be saved for it is power of God for salvation to everyone who believers.

2. But what is the essential content of that gospel that saves? It is the gospel that teaches salvation apart from personal merit. VS 17. The gospel that saves is the gospel that reveals the righteousness that God has provided for sinners in the person of His Son, this righteousness which God will give to everyone who believers – that’s the saving gospel.

3. Therefore, for anyone to believe in any other gospel is to be a stranger of the saving power of the gospel. To believe that somehow our obedience can merit us salvation is to be not a Christian in the biblical sense of the word.

B. Romans 10:1-4 (READ)

1. What was the problem of the Jews? Their problem was not that they were not religious – most of them were – they had a zeal for God. Their problem was that they remained willfully ignorant of the righteousness God has provided sinners in the person of His Son. Therefore, instead of subjecting themselves or putting themselves under this righteousness God has provided, they were still trying to establish a righteousness of their own by obedience to the law in order to find acceptance with God.

2. But as long as they continue doing that, they will never be saved. And that’s why Paul prays for their salvation. He prays that they will see that Christ has become the end of the law as a way of establishing righteousness. For in Christ, God has given a perfect righteousness on the basis of which sinners can find acceptance with God.

3. Therefore, anyone now who thinks just like the Jews did, cannot be regarded as Christian – they are still unsaved.

C. Galatians 5:1-4 (READ)

1. Paul here is not saying that circumcision in itself is wrong. For under the NC, that has become a matter of Christian liberty (1Cor 7:19). But what he is fighting against was the false teaching that obedience to some law is somehow necessary in order for us to merit God’s acceptance. 

2. IOW, for anyone of us to think, even in the least degree, that our obedience to some law contributes to our justification and merits us the right to eternal life is to deny the gospel of grace. And to take that position would mean that Christ would profit us nothing.  It is either you trust in Christ alone, or Christ will not profit you at all!!!

D. Philippians 3:1f
1. VSS 1-2 (READ)… “dogs” not mean little puppies but wild and ravenous dogs that were found on the streets. Then Paul describes the true people of God in a three-fold way VS 3 (READ). Then Paul moves to expound the last two descriptions by giving his own personal testimony. In what sense did he glory in Christ and put no confidence in the flesh? VSS 4-11 (READ) => “circumcised the eight day” (that is his religious ritual); “of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews” ( that is his national and family background; “ as to the Law, a Pharisee” (that is the religious sect he belonged and that was the strictest of all during that time); “as to  zeal, a persecutor of the church”( that is his zeal although blind it was at first); “as to the righteousness which is of the Law, found blameless ( that is his external conformity to God’s law).

2. When it comes to his acceptance with God, Paul did not put his confidence in what he was what he has gone through, and what he has done. He even counts them all as “rubbish” – “waste” that he might gain Christ. And his confidence he puts solely on the righteousness God has provided in the person of His Son and received through faith alone.

3. Now this is a true mark of the true people of God. Anyone who does not agree with Paul in this cannot be regarded as a true Christian. 

V. SOME CONCLUDING THOUGHTS OF OUR STUDY
A. To you, who are Christians, never be weary of either listening or teaching this doctrine of salvation apart from personal merit or justification by faith alone. Phil 3:1-2 (READ)

B. Our study has shown the amazing lack of discernment of many suppose evangelical stalwarts who are in favor of extending a right hand of fellowship with the Church of Rome.

1. J.I. Packer: ECT: “We need to put sola fide in small print because it is no longer one the large-print issue that ought to divide us, nor should it divide us in common mission”. 

2. But that issue is the central issue of the gospel. It is not a side and peripheral issue. To miss this issue, is to miss the whole message of the gospel that save.

